
Hishki, Hizki 
This poem1, in the style of some of the great Jewish piyutim from centuries earlier, was written in honour of the 
inauguration of the new Spanish and Portuguese “Snoge” (synagogue) in Amsterdam by Rabbi Isaac Aboab de 
Fonseca, “Chagam” of the kahal, in 1675. It was set to music by Abraham de Casseres in the early 18th century. 

 

 ,םם יוֹי יוֹידֵקי מִזְחִ, יקִשְׁחִ

 .יכִשְׁי חוֹכִּלְר מַאֵר הַהֵמַ
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My beloved, strengthen me each day, 
Speedily light my darkness2, my king. 
O evening, my sun shall not yet be extinguished;
Light me with the light of your sun, my king. 
 ,הבֵּכְא יִד לֹי עוֹשִׁמְשִׁ, ישִׁמְרִ

 .יכִּלְיך מַשֵׁמְׁר שִי אוֹיר לִאִיַ
 

 ,רוֹשׂל עֲבֶנֵ, ירִעוּ, ירִעוּ

 .יירִׁים שִירִׁי שִרִמְל זִקוֹבְ

 

 

Arise, Arise!, play the stringed harp ,
Sing with a pleasant voice! 
Your moon will rise come no more, 
For the light has come, rise and shine!
© 2007, Jonathan Cohen (Draft 0.6) 

 ,דא עוֹבוֹא יָ לְֹיךחֵרְזַ, ךְחֵרְיַ

 .ירִי אוּמִקוּ, ךְרֵוֹא אי בָכִּ
 

 

  
rior of the “Snoge” (opened 1675).  
rtrait of Rabbi de Fonseca from his Paraphrasis comentado sobre el Pentateuco (Amsterdam, 1661), a 
n of the Pentateuch into Spanish, with commentary. 

ple meter: u_u_u_u_ (alternate short and long syllables, four pairs to a line) matches Adon Olam and Lecha Dodi, making 
 tunes traditionally used for these poems suitable for Hishki too. 
ecreated the Hebrew text based on an English transliteration. However, in that version the last word in the second line is 
y beloved). I have changed it to “hoshchi” (my darkness) which I feel sure must be the original. 
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